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in the following month, a second visit may be made to 
the spot in order to see the globular, hairy ‘clocks,’ and 
also the leaves, which are now commencing to cover a 
large patch of ground.

During April quite a large number of common 
fl owers will make their appearance, and the note-
book and diary will be brought into constant use. Th e 
wayside is now brightened by the garlic mustard or 
Jack-by-the-hedge, dove’s-foot crane’s-bill, dandelion, 

Figure. 19. Th e Ash in Flower—Natural Size.
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white dead-nettle, ground ivy, and the dog’s mercury. 
In meadows we fi nd the common daisy, cowslip, the 
pretty little fi eld woodrush and the fox-tail grass; and, 
on banks, the early forget-me-not.

Th is same month is still further interesting as being 
the period during which a number of our common 
trees and shrubs are in bloom. Th e willows, poplars, 
and alder are rendered conspicuous by the appearance 
of their catkins while the leaves are still hidden within 
their buds. Th e tops of the elms have a somewhat fl uff y 
appearance, due to their clusters of small fl owers, which 
are oft en absent on the lower branches. Th e fl owers of 
the ash form dark purple clusters on the yet leafl ess 
branches. Th e oak, birch and hornbeam display their 
drooping catkins among the developing leaves which 
appear at the same time. Th e leafl ess sloe or blackthorn 
is thickly covered with its pretty, white fl owers; and 
the yew still bears its little blossoms beneath its dark, 
narrow leaves.

From April onward the succession of new wild 
fl owers is so rapid that we forbear even to mention 
their names. Th e teacher who has not spent some 
years in the study of the wild fl owers and trees will, of 
course, frequently meet with those which he cannot 
name; and during his school rambles he will oft en fi nd 
some, even common species, which he has not noticed 
previously. Th is need not discourage him, for the object 
of school nature study is to become acquainted with 
things rather than with names, and it is possible for 
one to know much of the interesting habits of fl owers 
without even knowing what these fl owers are called. It 



76

A  NATURE  STUDY  GUIDE

is a pleasure, however, to be acquainted with the names 
of the natural objects we meet with, and these may be 
gradually acquired by frequent reference to good books 
in which the descriptions and representations of the 
fl owers are given.

As the various fl ower ing plants and trees progress, 
they should be observed till they reach their fruiting 
stages, in order that the nature of the fruits and the 

modes of dispersion of 
the seeds may be studied. 
But few plants reach 
this stage before the 
season is well advanced, 
and consequently this 
portion of the work will 
be continued into the 
summer and autumn, and 
will be considered in its 
proper place.

Th e photographs of 
some of the commonest 
spring flowers inter-
spersed in this section will 
serve for the identifi cation 
of species that are not 
already familiar to the 
reader.

Figure 20. Th e Bugle—
Half Natural Size.        




